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Buddha and Attendant Bodhisattvas,
Luohan and Digpalas

Date
19th century

Primary Maker
Artist Unknown

Medium
ink and colors on paper

Description
To the immediate right of the Buddha is the Bodhisattva, Padmapani. To his right is the Bodhisattva,
Avalokiteshvara. To Buddha's left is the Bodhisattva Vajrapani. In each of the four corners, starting from
the upper left is the digpala, Virupaksa, guardian of the west. He is also known as the guardian of Buddhist
relics. He is the lord of the Nagas: snakes. In the upper right is Dhritarastra, the guardian of the east. He is
the lord over the Ghandarvas, celestial musicians who float in the air. On the bottom right is Virudhaka, the
guardian of the south. He is the lord over Kumbhandas, dwarves with the faces of buffalos. On the bottom
left is Jambhala, also known as Vaishravana or Kubera, the guardian of the north. He is also known as the
separate god of wealth and prosperity. He is lord of the yakshas. In the back central area are a host of
lohan or holy ones.

Dimensions
Sight: 49 1/4 x 60 in. (125.1 x 152.4 cm) Framed: 55 1/2 x 66 1/4 x 2 in. (141 x 168.3 x 5.1 cm)
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